
Start School Later BOE Election Candidate School Hours Questionnaire

Candidate name:  Meg Ricks District: at large seat (I live in district 1)

1.  I have signed the petition.  Thank you for bringing it to my attention.

2.  I don’t feel that the current school hours are best serving our middle and high school students.

3.  I feel that a more condensed window for school start times would be healthy, safe, age appropriate, 
and most likely to succeed.  We cannot just swap start times or push back some elementary start times 
to nearly 10am.  I would like to see schools start no earlier than 8am and no later than 9:30am.

4.  I watched the meeting with great interest and support their decision.  I want a plan that will be 
practicable and beneficial for students at all levels.  I think that aligning this change with the opening of
the new high school will give time for the necessary planning, preparation, and informing the 
community.  

(There was no question #5 on my questionnaire, #6 immediately followed #4)

6.  With the 20 minute push back of school start times during the hybrid part of last school year, this 
became an issue of concern at our late starting elementary school.  As PTA president, I worked with my
PTA to gather feedback on school start times and conducted a survey to get wider participation from 
our community.  Through a membership vote, we took a position opposing continuation of a 9:45 
school start time but in favor of healthy school start times for all levels.  I presented our position and 
highlights of our survey findings during public forum of the Board of Education on May 27, 2021

7.  As a member of the Board, I would continue to build upon the work that has been done so far.  I 
would continue to advocate for sidewalk projects that have been planned but not completed to allow 
more students to walk safely to school and lessen our dependence on buses.  I would also continue to 
advocate for any funding needed to put into place the consultant’s recommendations to make healthier 
school start times happen here.  I would also want to look into how improvements in public 
transportation could assist us in this effort.  I would make sure to include stakeholders at all levels so 
that our solutions don’t create new problems.

 (There was no question#8 on my questionnaire, #9 immediately followed #7)

9.  As a parent of a graduating senior this year, I saw the challenges of early school start times and the 
negative affects it had on my child.  I have two more children who will be in high school for the next 
eight years.  I would really like to see us get this right, for my children, and for all Howard County 
children.  


